2. In a medico-chirurglcal point of view, the fall which is sometimes 
the first symptom of the myelitis with apoplectiform commencement, may 
cause a more considerable role to be attributed to traumatism than is its 
due. Cases of this kind have been considered as commotions and contu¬ 
sions of the cord. 

8. In a histological point of view, acute myelitis is characterized by 
alterations of all the elements, cells, and nerve-tubes, vessels, and conjunc¬ 
tive tissue. As regards the nerve-tube, the inflammation is characterized 
by hypertrophy of the cylinder axis; as regards the cell, sometimes by 
hypertrophy, sometimes by atrophy with abundant deposit of pigmentary 
granulations in the protoplasm. The proliferation of the nuclei of the 
connective tissue, rather abundant in the gray substance, takes only a small 
part in the inflammatory lesions of the white substance. Myelitis is, there 
fore, parenchymatous as well as interstitial. 

In the discussion which followed, several of the speakers disagreed with 
M. Proust,—regarding traumatism as a more frequent cause of the affec¬ 
tion than he had allowed, and considering it needful to use much reserve 
in admitting the existence of acute spontaneous myelitis. 


Aphasia with Intermittent Right Syphilitic Hemiplegia. —M. Ch. 

Mauriac Brochure. Paris, 1877, (rev. in La France Medicale.) The diag. 
nosis of aphasia with intermittent right hemiplegia of syphilitic origin, 
offers many points to be cleared up, and first, that of the seat of the lesion 
According to M. Mauriac, the meninges are invaded by a gummatous 
syphilitic hyperplasia at the horizon of the left frontal convolutions and 
in the Assure of Sylvius. This hyperplasia compresses, invades, produces 
congestion in, and finally softens the convolutions and lobule of the insu- 
la, as well as the external portion of the gray substance of the striated 
body. Hence the disorder of the faculty of speech which appears to be 
localized more particularly in the third left frontal convolution, and the 
right hemiplegia consecutive to the lesion of the insula and the corpus 
striatum. 

In a review by Tarnowsky of fifty-three cases of syphilitic aphasia, the 
aphasia coincided eighteen times with a right and fourteen times with a 
left hemiplegia. M. Mauriac finds these fourteen cases exceptional, but 
does not seek to give any explanation of them. Nevertheless, says he, it 
is not necessary to assume the probable Byphilitic character of an aphasia 
accompanied with left-sided hemiplegia. 

A more capital difference between the coincidences of syphilitic apha¬ 
sia and those of non-syphilitic origin, consists in the dissemination, the 
irregular scattering, of the most various nervous disturbances. 

In one patient observed by the author, the aphasia and the right hemi- 
plegia were intermittent. They occurred in crises, four, five, or six times 
a day, at varying intervals, and lasting on an average four or five minutes, 
and this without any irradiation over other portions of the nervous sys. 
tem. The cerebral affection remained thus intermittent during one month, 
finally becoming contiuuous. This intermittence depends, without doubt, 
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on the variations of volume undergone by the syphilitic meningo-cerebral 
lesion, before the disorganization of the brain matter itself had taken 
place. 

Does mercury cause a predisposition to the nervous accidents of syphi¬ 
lis, as the statistics of Dr. Jullien appear to indicate? M. Mauriac con¬ 
siders this conclusion an extreme one, and objects to such figures. He adds, 
nevertheless, that all his patients received mercurial treatment during the 
earlier slages of the disease. 

The work is especially a contribution to the study of cerebral locali¬ 
zation. 


Clitrophobia. —Dr. Antigono Raggi, Rivista Oliniea de Bologna, Sept. 
1877, proposes the name clitrophobia for a condition analogous to the 
agoraphobia of Westphal, but in which the subject has no fear of wide 
spaces, but dreads the opposite, narrow, confined localities. He describes 
three cases of the disease. 


Moral Insanity.— Moritz Gauster, Wiener Klinik III., iv., (abstr. by 
M. Labadie-Lagrave in Ren. dee Set. Med.) We have learned to designate 
■as “moral insanity” a complex of symptoms, recognized as a morbid entity 
only when it has lasted over a number of years. 

Esquirol and Gratmann, and after them Pritchard, Morel, Solbrig, 
Kraffi-Ebing, Maudsley, etc., have called attention to the congenital 
psychic degeneration in certain individuals. Pinel ranges these cases in 
the mania raisonnante. Pritchard, in 1842, was the first who gave to this 
affection the name “moral insanity.” Morel called attention to the point 
that the instinctive immorality is not always the result of degeneration, 
but that it may be occasioned by hypochondria or by vicious habits. 

The morbid states in question have been badly classified; they have 
been considered as insanity without ideas of greatness, or as monomania, 
an emotional aberration, a form of dementia in which the intellectual 
sphere is hardly involved, or in appearance only; finally, as insanity af¬ 
fecting only the feelings and the will. 

In close examination of these cases we find that the most striking symp¬ 
toms, and those on which the diagnosis is based, are the following: 

The patients are often morally perverted from their infancy, they are 
headstrong, malicious, disobedient, irascible to a very high degree, lying, 
and neglectful. They frequently manifest a tendency to violence and bru¬ 
tality. 

In the adults we find a great aptitude to certain careers, and particularly 
a marked vocation to mechanical pursuits. They often speak and act in 
'a sensible manner, and we consider them as being of sound mind. But 
we learn that they delight in intrigue and mischief, that they give them¬ 
selves suddenly to excess in drink and venery, that they are extremely ex¬ 
citable and passionate, and that they attribute their excesses and passion 
to others, especially to their parents and those whom they maltreat. They 
have an inclination to pass themselves off as heroes and martyrs. 

Their explanations often appear logical, but close examination reveals 
that in reality their judgment is much enfeebled. They are frequently hy- 



